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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR AUGUST 27, 2021  

 
 
 

Economic Development News 
 
Last week I told you about the partnership between CBIZ, Welty Development, and the 
City to build a Class A office complex on Rockside Woods Blvd., North.  

 
This week I was honored to participate 
in the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 
new corporate headquarters of 
Redwood Living – a real estate 
development and management 
company.   Redwood originally moved 
to Independence in 2016.  Four years 
later when they had outgrown their 
leased space, they decided 
Independence was where they wanted 
to establish their permanent corporate 
headquarters.    
 

During the pandemic they renovated the former ADP building on East Pleasant Valley 
Road into sleek, modern, energy-efficient office space.   In June, Cleveland.com and The 
Plain Dealer recognized Redwood Living, Inc., as a Top Workplace for the fourth 
consecutive year. 
 
Steve Kimmelman, the Founder and Executive Chairman, said the growth and success of 
Redwood is rooted in the dedicated and very talented staff they have and the companies 
eight core values.   
 
News 5 Cleveland reported on Redwood’s decision to stay in Independence and how the 
pandemic is changing the way local commercial real estate companies approach work in 
this news story. 
 
Thank you, Redwood, for your commitment to Independence, and cheers to many, many 
successful years.  
 

file://///user2019/home$/loraa/My%20Documents/www.independenceohio.org
https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/pandemic-changing-way-local-commercial-real-estate-companies-approach-work
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$8M Flood Prevention Project 

The City of Independence reached an agreement with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

to pursue an $8 million flood prevention project along the Cuyahoga River.  

 

The plan is to build a 2,600-foot earthen levee and 800-feet of concrete floodwall along 

the west bank of the river.  It will provide protection against erosion and flooding across 

52 acres of the City and help businesses, residential property owners and the Cuyahoga 

National Park. 

Congressman Dave Joyce (OH-14) and Lt. Colonel Eli Adams, Commander of the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, participated in the signing ceremony on 

Thursday, August 26.   

It took more than a decade for the Corps to complete the necessary and detailed studies to 

ensure that any mitigation would not cause additional flooding in neighboring Valley 

View or the Cuyahoga Valley National Park.  

The Corps will pay 65% of the project cost and remainder will be paid by the City and 

non-federal agencies.  

 

COVID-19 & Respiratory Illnesses 

The spike in COVID-19 cases this week is particularly disturbing because there has also 

been a significant increase in people being admitted to intensive care units at Ohio 

hospitals.    
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The uptick coincides with a summer surge of respiratory illnesses in children.  Typically, 

these viruses cause mild, cold-like symptoms.  Since August, the Ohio Department of 

Health reports they are seeing a jump in pediatric hospitalizations.   

Please continue to social distance, wear a mask when appropriate, and get vaccinated.  

We are on the eve of flu season and all these precautions help to protect you and others 

from getting and spreading the flu.  

 

Duck Tales 

Ducks love water. Anyone who comes to Elmwood Park has probably seen the families of 

ducks and geese that live near and visit the pond.   Unfortunately, the Recreation 

Department recently discovered that ducks and geese are flocking to the outdoor pool at 

night rather than Elmwood Pond.  

 

As cute as this picture may be, these feathered friends have been leaving an “unfriendly” 

mess.  The maintenance staff was spending hours cleaning every morning.   

The Recreation Department turned to the City’s Animal Control Officer Judy Burrier to 

find a solution.   At first, she would return in the evenings and early morning hours and 

hassle the ducks and geese to leave.    Ducks are drawn to water where they do not sense 

predators.  

I am happy to report that Judy started bringing her dogs to the pool and tried some other 

measures and it greatly helped!  We now have hardly any mess to clean-up in the 

mornings and the water is nice and clean!   

The City will keep the outdoor pool open through Labor Day, Monday, 

September 6th.  However, there will be some schedule adjustments due to the limited 

number of available staff.   
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We are thankful for the dedication and extra hours many of the seasonal staff put in this 
season to keep residents safe.  The City pool will only be open on days when there is 
adequate staffing.  Thank you for understanding 

The indoor pool is scheduled to reopen on Tuesday, September 7.  

 

 

One More Week  

Thanks to everyone who has completed the 

City’s Home Days survey.  We have collected 

lots of valuable feedback and ideas.  

Everyone has until next Friday, 

September 3 to share their unique 

perspective on how we can make Home Days 

2022 even bigger and better than this year.   

The brief survey takes just about five 

minutes to complete.  You can access the survey here, from the home page of the City's 

website, or pick up a printed copy at the Civic Center.    

The fun will continue next month at the Fall Fest & Clambake on Sunday, 

September 26, at Elmwood Park. 

 

 

 

Download Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Update for August 27, 2021 

here. 

 

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name and email address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LRZPBB6
https://www.independenceohio.org/
https://www.independenceohio.org/
http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

